Countess Donhoff, and especially Baroness Malvida von Meysenbug. A long friendship \vith the latter followed. Those days, according to Nietzsche, were " simply wonderful, and the air was pregnant with something unutterable, something fraught with promise."
In June Nietzsche was in Munich, along with von Meysenbug and von Gersdoff, in order to hear <4' Tristan and Isolde," conducted by Hans von Billow, who had sent him an invitation. The journey, though somewhat wearisome, was richly rewarded by the exquisite performance and the enjoyment which Nietzsche derived from it.
The same month brought the first attack from the camp of the much offended Philology against her faithless follower Nietzsche, and against his "Birth of Tragedy." Von Wila-mowitz-Mollendorf, a philologist who was formerly with Nietzsche at Pforta and well acquainted with him, but was a disciple of Jahn, Bitschl's enemy, published a pamphlet entitled " Zukunftsphilologie." He abominated the amateur philosophy of his brother philologist. A great display of scholarship was applied in order to crush Nietzsche, but "an odious rancour stamped the scribbling as a poor and worthless compilation." At first Nietzsche was not very angry, but his friends were beside themselves.
In the author of the pamphlet Kohde and Nietzsche had hoped to find a brother-ia-arms ; so much the greater, therefore, was their disappointment. Bolide's fury was intensified in the highest degree through the injurious personal attitude of this youthful work by Ulrich v. Wilaraowitz, and through certain slight errors which he (Bohde) was inclined to explain as the conscious " art of misrepresentation."
"I am not so naive," wrote llohde, "as to take Nietzsche's book for a document symbolising absolute truth, but I am unable to comprehend how it is that the representatives of 'the Best' have so entirely failed to recognise that in his book, though undoubtedly in a most eccentric manner, a youthful, enthusiastic, earnest soul